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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Grace and peace to you.
     I am writing today with both gratitude and hope—gratitude for the
many ways you already serve, and hope for how God continues to work
through this community. Our life together as a church is not built on
programs or schedules alone, but on people—people who show up,
care deeply, and offer their time and gifts for the sake of others.
     As Scripture reminds us, “As each has received a gift, use it to serve
one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace” (1 Peter 4:10). In
every act of service—whether seen or unseen—Christ is at work among
us. A warm welcome at the door, a lesson taught to a child, a meal
prepared, a prayer offered—these are not small things. They are the
very ways God strengthens faith and knits us together as His people.
At the same time, the work before us is ongoing. There are many
opportunities to serve, and many hands are needed. I want to
personally invite you to consider how you might stay connected or
become more involved in the life of our congregation. Not out of
obligation, but out of the joy and purpose that comes from being part
of something larger than ourselves.
     If you have stepped back for a time, know that you are missed and
always welcome again. If you are wondering where you might fit, we
would be glad to help you find a place to serve that matches your gifts
and interests.
     The Church is strongest when each member is engaged, encouraged,
and walking together in faith. Your presence matters. Your gifts
matter. And together, we reflect the love of Christ to one another and
to the world.
     If you are willing to serve or would like to learn more about current
opportunities, please don’t hesitate to reach out.
     Thank you for being part of this community. May the Lord continue
to guide and bless you.

In Christ,
PSDH



Council Update - February
Present: Scott Hannon; Candy Scorsone; CJ
Ullrich; Lisa Leach; Ellen Pancoe; Klansee
Bulmer; Ken Figel; Susan Ott; Michelle Cordero
Ginny Hohl 
Absent: Paul Swanson
Meeting Commences: 7:02pm
Previous Meeting’s Minutes: 
Devotions:  

Pastor’s Report - Scott - No Report
Executive Report - Candy- No Report

Community Involvement Committee – Susan–
committee met and planned many activities for the
year. She is getting a calendar together and will
share once it is complete

Christian Education – Klansee – Easter Egg hunt
is Palm Sunday. 7 kids getting first communion on
4/12

Fellowship – Lisa – Lenten gatherings. Susan
and Lisa offered to make food if needed. Spring
into Spring coffee hour on ⅜. Will reach out to
Klansee and Scott to talk about Palm
Sunday/Easter Egg hunt

Worship and Music – Candy -.Entered season of
lent, great turn out on Ash Wednesday. Lenten
services moved to lunch service instead of evening
services. Guest accompanist on Ash Wednesday
and it went well. Grayson filling in on Sundays
ersonnel – Michelle - Evaluations to be done once
Scott can connect Michelle and CJ

Youth - Scott - group is at church tonight. Youth
Room renovations have begun and the upstairs
rooms are under construction. (Keep kids out.) 
Day camp is the last two full weeks of August -
fully St. John ran, not a collab.
Confirmation underway.

Personnel – Michelle - Evaluations to be done
once Scott can connect Michelle and CJ

Youth - Scott - group is at church tonight. Youth
Room renovations have begun and the upstairs
rooms are under construction. (Keep kids out.) 
Day camp is the last two full weeks of August -
fully St. John ran, not a collab.
Confirmation underway

Building and Grounds – Paul - kitchen grease trap
cleaned, kitchen exhaust fan cleaned, upstairs
storage area set up for financial records and other
items. There is a table set up upstairs that has
items from Sunday school, miscellaneous items and
youth group that needs to be reviewed if we need to
keep it or not.

Mutual Ministry – Michelle - No Report
Cemetery – Ken - Tree cut down at cemetery.
Stewardship – No Report
Finance - Ken– 

Permanent endowment - CJ - 
Financial Secretary - Ginny - There’s a family that
gives for the year in January, so there’s an inflated
view of the income, but it will be distributed
throughout the year. We skipped one service in
January, so we appear to be a bit under budget in
January, but it should even out. Building use above
budget. Utilities in January look like they’re under
budget, but we likely overpaid in December.
Insurance premiums are up in January, but much
of the cost is annual premium. Mortgage payments
are going well. Paying a lot towards the principal
right now. 

Old Business – Pancake breakfast is 3/22. Will
begin collecting items for 4/25 rummage sale right
after pancake breakfast. 

New Business – Scott out of town 3/23-27. Next
meeting 3/17

Meeting Adjourns: Scott moves to adjourn, Susan
seconds. Closes with the Lord’s prayer at 7:29.
Elisabeth Leach



Council Update - March
The meeting began with prayer, standard business, and the pastor's report.

Ginny and Scott discussed financial matters, clarifying that a previous $2,000 donation
to Feed More was not a new expense. Susan reported on her recent meeting with Pastor
Scott and Pastor Marsha about community outreach efforts. She is developing a visual
representation of all outreach activities and announced plans for a special hunger-focused
collection starting with Palm Sunday, with quarterly outreach initiatives to follow. Susan
also mentioned upcoming work on birthday meal and cake kits in collaboration with Pam.

Church Children Management and Events
The meeting discussed the growing number of children attending church services, with
Klansee noting the challenge of managing them and the need to address space
constraints. Michelle offered assistance in managing the children, and the group
discussed upcoming events including an egg hunt on Palm Sunday and First Communion
in April. The worship and music update mentioned that Pastor Debi would be filling in
for Pastor Scott on Sunday, and Scott noted that the stream quality needs improvement,
with feedback to be given to Larry and Rick who are mentoring Peter.

Youth Room Renovation Progress Update
The meeting covered updates across several areas. CJ reported that staff evaluations
would be completed soon, with Michelle working on these alongside personnel and mutual
ministry. Scott provided updates on youth activities, noting that 7 kids are preparing for
their first communion and that youth room renovations are progressing well, with one
room nearly complete and the second room advancing. Paul confirmed the focus has been
on the youth room renovations, with one room finished and the second room making good
progress. Michelle indicated mutual ministry work is in process, while stewardship had
no updates to report, and finance updates were not available as Ken was unable to
attend.

Summer Camp Discount and Parking
The meeting covered several topics including Scott's upcoming absence and arrangements
for continuing education tasks. The main decision was made to offer $100 discounts for
children attending LCLC summer camp, which was approved by the group. Scott also
reminded attendees about parking arrangements for Easter Sunday and proper pew
usage during services.

The conversation ended with a prayer led by Scott.



Council Update - April
Present: Scott Hannon; Candy Scorsone; CJ
Ullrich; Lisa Leach; ; Klansee Bulmer; Ken Figel;
Susan Ott; Michelle Cordero; Paul Swanson
Absent: Ellen Pancoe; Ginny Hohl 
 
Meeting Commences: 6:18pm with a prayer

Previous Meeting’s Minutes: Scott moves to
approve, all in favor
Devotions: 

Pastor’s Report - Scott - Celebrated Holy week
and Easter. Busy time coming up. Youth Room is
in final stages of being completed. 
Funeral at Eden UMC 
Record attendance at Easter
Lots of new people interested in becoming
members

Executive Report - Candy- No Report

Community Involvement Committee – Susan–
Collecting for Birthday Kits until end of month.
Working on world hunger initiative. Deb to lead
veterans initiative in May. Christmas in July.
Meeting in 2 Sundays with team

Christian Education – Klansee – 7 kids took first
communion. Sunday school kids used youth room
on Sunday. Sunday school to continue through
week before Memorial day

Fellowship – Lisa – Great Easter Egg hunt on Palm
Sunday. Small Mother’s Day Coffee hour coming
up. Will look to Sabres watch party if we make it
to the next round.

Worship and Music – Candy -.Had all parts of
worship team on Easter Sunday (bells and choir) 

Personnel – CJ - Cindy has used all PTO. Staff
reviews coming up 

Youth - Scott - Seeking approval to expand the
reno by $2500 to re-do 2 additional rooms
upstairs - Candy approves, Susan seconds, All in
favor

Building and Grounds – Paul - Main focus
youth room. Broken toilet address upstairs.
Issue with second bill from plowing. Penny will
work in garden again this year. Michelle offered
for the ARC to help. Getting quote to add
outlets and fix lights in courtyard

Mutual Ministry – Michelle - No report

Cemetery – Ken - 9 grave sales and 15 burials
in first quarter of the year. Off to good financial
start to the year. Committee met to identify
spring/summer maintenance

Stewardship – No Report

Finance - Ken– Revenue exceeds expenses by
over $11,000. Income of almost $35K in March
for Mission 200. Loose and Building use above
budget. Utility costs are ridiculously high this
year. Sent $3000 to the cemetery. So far
$320K/$500K pledged for Mission 200.
Received $60K plus the $20k for youth room.
Mortgage was at $240K, now down to $160K
after most recent payment. Scott thinks more
has come in than the 80K. Looking to get work
at OMC done in May

Permanent endowment - CJ - No Report

Financial Secretary - Ginny - See Finance
Report

Old Business – Rummage Sale happening this
weekend. Need brown bags. Meeting on
Thursday to organize and find valuable items.
Church members can come on Friday. Still
need volunteers, signs. Ginny to take care of
counting and deposit. 

New Business – New cleaning contract from
the ARC. All in favor of signing contract.
Go Sabres!

Meeting Adjourns: 6:55

Elisabeth Leach



St. John Bi-annual Rummage Sale

The success of the rummage sale is due to the
fine leadership of Michelle Cordero and

 her team of volunteers! 
With grateful hearts we would like to

acknowledge all those who donated so many
items for us to sell for the benefit of St. John
as we made close to $4,000.00 from the sale. 

To close out the Rummage Sale event, the
remaining “stuff” was donated to and picked up
by Hearts for the Homeless. It’s a good feeling to
know through our efforts, we have helped those

less fortunate than ourselves.   



Creative Ministry News and Notes

The Creative Ministry group has had a busy year working on small projects.
Approximately 285 items have been gratefully received locally over the past
10 months to nursing homes, Roswell Park, Haven House, Buffalo Honor

Flight and the Main Transit Fire Company to name a few. We have also
given lap robes to church members and friends on our church Prayer List.

One of our recent projects was to make cards for Buffalo Niagara Honor
Flights. These f lights take veterans to Washington, DC to view the memorials
dedicated to their service. A big part of these trips is “mail call”. Each veteran

receives a packet of mail containing cards and letters. Mail call is a big part of
the day. Linda Pleban designed a card and our group got to work. It was a

very rewarding project for the veterans and our group. 

We will be taking the summer off and starting up again in September. New
ideas and new people are always welcome.

Pam Figel

To help some of our scout families with the cost
of summer camp, a campership fund is being

established. If you are able to help us please make
a check out to Troop 457 and mark it:

Campership fund. Place it in the weekly offering
or mail it to St. Johns. These funds will only be

used to help scout families defer the cost of
summer camp. I cannot thank Pr Scott, and the

congregation enough form the bottom of my
heart for all the support you give to Troop 457.

Jimmy Pankow COR 716-432-9690



LIFE @ SJLC

https://pixies.et/F1pNYxeQ


The Creative Ministry ladies have been hard at work making items to
donate to various local organizations. Our latest project has been making
cards designed by Linda Pleban. These beautiful cards will be donated to
Buffalo Niagara Honor Flight whose mission is to escort WW2, Korean

War and Vietnam veterans to Washington, DC to view their memorial. A
big part of each flight is “Mail Call”. These cards will be given to veterans

on the flight during that part of the trip.
 God bless our veterans!

PLEASE 
SUPPORT OUR VETERANS

St. John is having our annual collection drive for our Western NY
Veterans. We provide $10 Tops Supermarkets Gift Cards to the
Packard VA Clinic in Buffalo. They are then given to individuals
according to their needs. Last year we raised $1,370 – our best
collection yet!! Can we beat it this year? Collection drive runs from
May 3rd through May 31st. You may donate any amount in the form
of CASH in an envelope labeled “vets”, a CHECK made out to St. John
labeled “vets”, OR purchase $10 Tops cards. Simply drop the
envelope in the collection plate OR give it to me. I will transfer the
money into gift cards. On behalf of our Veterans in Western New
York thank you so much for caring. 

Deb Francis 



As we journey together through Lent, I would like to suggest that the words of Pope Leo
mirrors the synodical appeal in the effort it takes to be Christ-like. May we answer the call
for “generosity of spirit” that our world so desperately needs.
                                                                                                Pastor Marsha Irmer

 The one who blesses others is abundantly blessed; 
                                those who help others are helped.     Proverbs 11:25

Would you like an opportunity to help your St. John family? Caring Hearts Ministry is a
way you can be a blessing to your church family, in small but meaningful ways. 

Here’s a list of ways you can help. You can choose just one, or as many as you’d like.

Provide a ride to and from church.
Send a get well, sympathy, or congratulations card.
Provide a ride to and from an appointment.
Deliver a meal (homemade or purchased) to a family with a new baby 

or someone just home from the hospital.
Deliver altar flowers to shut ins.

If this sounds like something you’d like to be part of, please come to the Caring Hearts
new member meeting after church on Sunday, May 17. If you’d like to get involved but
can’t attend the meeting, please call, text, or email Laura Kachelmeyer or Barb King.

Here’s our contact information.

Laura Kachelmeyer - 716-906-7576, lkachelmeyer@verizon.net
Barb King - 716-803-3389, bking71616@gmail.com

We look forward to working together in this ministry!



Dear St. John, 
     Our family would like to extend our
profound gratitude for all of the prayers,
flowers and comfort bestowed upon us
following the sudden loss of our niece,
Amanda Guadagno. Your kindness and the
touching gestures have brought comfort to
us. 
     Thank you so very much, 
     Bobbie and Rich Traina

Dear St. John, 
     Thank you for the lovely
altar flowers you delivered

to me a few weeks ago.
They definitely brightened
my day and our hutches for

many weeks!  It was so
very thoughtful of you!

Thank you!
Love & Hugs, 
Gayle Bosch 

First Communion Recipients

Charish Bulmer
Sadie Graser

Beatrice Lawniczak
Zoe Lowe

Grace Manning
Jackson Manning
Benjamin Ullrich

 

Good day, 
Thank you very much for your recent donation
of pocket and port pillows. Our patients will
certainly appreciate them. So much comfort is
brought by your kindness. 
Thank you, 
The 11-day Power Play Resource Center

Thank you for the beautiful cards and letters
you created for our Mission 22 Veterans.

Your words meant more than you can
imagine. You brought smiles, pride and even

a few tears, reminding our Veterans that
their service is truly appreciated.

With Gratitude, Buffalo-Niagara Honor Flight



     We thank you for your recent gift
of $1500.00 to the International
Institute of Buffalo on 1/2/2026.
     Gifts like yours have an immediate
impact on those we serve every day.
Your support of the Institute ensures
that New Americans have the
opportunity to build a life in Buffalo
where they feel welcomed, safe and
encouraged to thrive. 
     Your gift is a demonstration of
your commitment to making Buffalo
and Western New York a community
that celebrates and embraces all our
neighbors, regardless of
background.
      With Gratitude,
     Todd Brooks

Dear St. John, 
     I cannot express how grateful I
am at the generous expressions of
sympathy and comfort I received

from the members of Caring Hearts
and St. John. My heart has been
touched by all the thoughtfulness,
and I wish to truly thank everyone

who took their time to remember me. 
Thank you, 

Yvette Haller 

Dear Rev. Hannon, 
     We are thankful for your gift of
$1,500.00 to Heritage Christian Services.
     Your gift allows us to do important
work including advancing a more
supportive environment for our staff and
the people they support. We can provide
our staff with wages that better reflect
their hard work and lead the charge for
their advancement with success coaching.
We can renovate and right-size our homes
to meet the changing needs of the people
receiving our services. 
     We are grateful for your meaningful
support of these goals and many more.

Sincerely, 
Marisa Geitner & Mark Zawackui 

 St. John Lutheran Church, 
     Thank you for your gift of $500.00 on
1/5/2026 in support of our work! You have
made a vital investment in our mission to
provide holistic health and hope to families in
Buffalo and around the world. 
     Because of donors like you, Jerico
Road is able to transform generosity into
tangible change. We are deeply grateful for
your partnership.
    
     With sincere gratitude,
      Allana Krolikowski



Dear Rev. Hannon, 
     Thank you for the generous
donation of $2000.00, to FeedMore
WNY Foundation, from St. John
Lutheran Church. During this time
of increased need throughout
Western New York, your
congregation’s compassionate
leadership will provide relief for our
neighbors of all ages who face food
insecurity. 
     The number of children, adults
and seniors who received assistance
through on of FeedMore WNY’s 400+
partner agencies and programs grew
by 16% in 2024, to over 165,772
people. And, this year, as many
government-funded programs are
being reduced or potentially
eliminated, the need is likelly to
increase even more. Your gift will
help us continue to provide support
where and when it is needed most.
We are deeply grateful.  
     The fight against hunger is a fight
for better health, security, education
and hope for all. Thank you for
building a stronger Wester New
York!
Sincerely, 
Cait Evans
Chief Development Officer

Thank you to all at
 St. John's for the

beautiful flowers and
prayers. They are truly

appreciated.
Sincerely,

Chris Bosch

Dear Rev Hannon and 
                           Friends of St. John, 
     WOW! We can’t thank you and the
entire congregation enough for your
incredible generosity. Your Community
Benevolence Fund is a powerful example
of how simple, yet radical the idea of
sharing can be in realizing a kinder, more
connected world. 
     Thank you for making what we do
possible and reminding us that another
world is necessary and another world is
possible. 
     Looking forward to continuing to
borrow and build with y’all!
     With so much gratitude, 
     Darren Cotton
     Executive Director
     The Tool Library



To the community at
 St. John Lutheran Church

of Amherst,
     Thank you so much for
your recent donation to
Child and Family Services!
Your dedication to the
community shines through
with this gift and we could
not be more grateful. Your
donation supports those in
our community looking for
second chances. Whether
its mental health support,
special education, domestic
violence help or finding
safe homes for our foster
care kiddos, you are
helping fill in the gaps for
us. Thank you for sharing
hope and partnering with
our services. If you’d ever
like to hear more, I am
happy to chat further. 
Thanks Again, 
Best, 
Alicia

Dear Rev. Hannon, 
     On behalf of Child and Family Services (C+FS), thank you
for the generous gift of $1500.00 made on January 27 . Your
support makes an immediate difference, allowing us to advance
our mission, strengthen programs and extend our reach to more
families across Western New York. Gifts like yours directly
support vital services such as foster care, counseling, residential
treatment for children and many programs that help people find
safety, stability and confidence when they need it most.

th

     For more than 150 years, Child and Family Services has
remained committed to creating safe, supportive environments
where children, adults and families can heal, grow and thrive.
Founded in 1873, our longevity is not accidental: it is the result
of a community of generous partners who believe in this work
and invest in its future. Nearly 60% of those we serve live at or
below the national poverty level, making your gift especially
impactful.
     Your generosity strengthens our ability to partner with the
community, respond with reliability and kindness and continue to
nurture a healthy and more equitable Western New York for the
benefit of current and future generations. We are deeply grateful
for your support.

Sincerely, 
Mary Czopp
Chief Communications & Development Officer

and
Elizabeth McPartland, LMSW, MBA
President & CEO
 

On behalf of the Buffalo VA Western NY HCS (528) patients and staff, we wish to thank you
for the recent donation of $290.00, check number 14424. As requested, this donation has been
deposited in the 1824-Buffalo Vet Center account. 100% of your donation will be used to
supplement the excellent care and services provided to our Veteran patients and their families.
We are grateful for your generosity and support of our Nations Veterans.  
Sincerely, Nicholas M. LaMarca



February
Amy Bucholtz 02/04
Carol Russell 02/04

Sheri Steinman 02/04
Steven Favale 02/07
Aeryn Zahn 02/07

Matthew Cote 02/08
Amanda Zdrojewski  02/08

Anita Rosa 02/13
Deborah Anasciewicz 02/14

Cindy Lin 02/14
Jason Ekberg 02/15

Douglas Garlapo 02/15
Jackson Manning 02/16

Everett Leach 02/17
Judith Yendall 02/17

Lawrence Schroeder 02/18
Jeffrey Gifford 02/19

Joni Cote 02/21
Grayson Snyder 02/21
Mykelti Bulmer 02/22

Michael Oles 02/22
Margaret (Peggy) Eberhard 02/23

Sandy Lorenzo 02/24
Mia Tobia 02/24

Lauren Markarian 02/27
Adam Lawniczak 02/28

March
Mridul Pawlowski 03/01
Colleen Gunning 03/02
Susan Hadala 03/02

Kathleen Wood 03/02
Ladonna Moreau 03/03
DeWayne James 03/05

Jessica Licht 03/05
Kristen SanFillippo 03/06

Terence Slaper 03/06
Yvette Haller 03/07
Melissa Cook 03/12

Bethany Aquilina 03/14
Brenda Burow 03/15

Kenneth Krantz 03/20
Joseph Tobia 03/21

Suzanne Aquilina 03/23
Clayton Merlihan 03/23
Robert Zehler2 03/24
Elisabeth Leach 03/25

Dave Ekberg 03/26
Daniel Rubino 03/26
Robert Rosa 03/27

Thomas Suszynski 03/27
Brielle Wark 03/27

Susan Szykowny 03/28
Gayle Bosch 03/29



Alan Aquilina 04/01
Patricia Pancoe 04/02

Mary Cox 04/04
Klansee Reynolds Bulmer 04/04

Alexei Goubski 04/05
Chris Rainero 04/05

Eric Markarian 04/07
Joseph Zahn 04/08

Lilyanna Schmude 04/10
Robert Zehler 04/12

Gretchen Bruning 04/13
Timothy Mayer 04/13
Carter Scorsone 04/14
Michelle Licht 04/16

Andrew Menzies 04/16
Benjamin Eckhardt 04/18

Frederick Hong 04/22
Dale Menzies 04/25

Maverick Anasiewicz 04/26
Thomas Hadala, Jr. 04/25
Walter, Jr. Hadala 04/26

James Steinman 04/27
Jared Steinman 04/27
Jill Otterstein2 04/29
Cecilia Rubino 04/29
Madeline Reid 04/30

Andrew Cordero 05/01

John Hannon 05/02

Laura Kachelmeyer 05/04 

Pat Panaro, Jr. 05/04

Ellen Pancoe 05/05

Kristin Weidert 05/08

Todd Johnson 05/12

Dominic Rubino 05/12

Melissa Licht 05/13

Ashley Merlihan 05/13

Robert Tiffany 05/13

Chantal Rubino 05/17

Leo Bordonaro 05/19

Austyn Galmarini 05/19

Heather Swanson 05/20

Austin Slaper 05/22

Barbara King 05/24

Nicole Lawniczak 05/24

Jane D'Agostino 05/27

Candy Scorsone 05/27

Charles Greene 05/28

Joan Oles 05/30

David Ekberg 05/31

Ronin Rainero 05/31

Vincent Tobia2 05/31

April

May
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	ST. JOHN'S  CONGREGATIONAL LEADERSHIP
	Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, Grace and peace to you.      I am writing today with both gratitude and hope—gratitude for the many ways you already serve, and hope for how God continues to work through this community. Our life together as a church is not built on programs or schedules alone, but on people—people who show up, care deeply, and offer their time and gifts for the sake of others.      As Scripture reminds us, “As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace” (1 Peter 4:10). In every act of service—whether seen or unseen—Christ is at work among us. A warm welcome at the door, a lesson taught to a child, a meal prepared, a prayer offered—these are not small things. They are the very ways God strengthens faith and knits us together as His people. At the same time, the work before us is ongoing. There are many opportunities to serve, and many hands are needed. I want to personally invite you to consider how you might stay connected or become more involved in the life of our congregation. Not out of obligation, but out of the joy and purpose that comes from being part of something larger than ourselves.      If you have stepped back for a time, know that you are missed and always welcome again. If you are wondering where you might fit, we would be glad to help you find a place to serve that matches your gifts and interests.      The Church is strongest when each member is engaged, encouraged, and walking together in faith. Your presence matters. Your gifts matter. And together, we reflect the love of Christ to one another and to the world.      If you are willing to serve or would like to learn more about current opportunities, please don’t hesitate to reach out.      Thank you for being part of this community. May the Lord continue to guide and bless you.
	In Christ, PSDH
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	Council Update - February
	Pastor’s Report - Scott - No Report Executive Report - Candy- No Report

	Council Update - March
	The meeting began with prayer, standard business, and the pastor's report.
	The conversation ended with a prayer led by Scott.

	Council Update - April
	St. John Bi-annual Rummage Sale
	The success of the rummage sale is due to the fine leadership of Michelle Cordero and  her team of volunteers!  With grateful hearts we would like to acknowledge all those who donated so many items for us to sell for the benefit of St. John as we made close to $4,000.00 from the sale.
	To close out the Rummage Sale event, the remaining “stuff” was donated to and picked up by Hearts for the Homeless. It’s a good feeling to know through our efforts, we have helped those less fortunate than ourselves.
	To help some of our scout families with the cost of summer camp, a campership fund is being established. If you are able to help us please make a check out to Troop 457 and mark it: Campership fund. Place it in the weekly offering or mail it to St. Johns. These funds will only be used to help scout families defer the cost of summer camp. I cannot thank Pr Scott, and the congregation enough form the bottom of my heart for all the support you give to Troop 457. Jimmy Pankow COR 716-432-9690
	LIFE @ SJLC
	The Creative Ministry ladies have been hard at work making items to donate to various local organizations. Our latest project has been making cards designed by Linda Pleban. These beautiful cards will be donated to Buffalo Niagara Honor Flight whose mission is to escort WW2, Korean War and Vietnam veterans to Washington, DC to view their memorial. A big part of each flight is “Mail Call”. These cards will be given to veterans on the flight during that part of the trip.  God bless our veterans!
	As we journey together through Lent, I would like to suggest that the words of Pope Leo mirrors the synodical appeal in the effort it takes to be Christ-like. May we answer the call for “generosity of spirit” that our world so desperately needs.                                                                                                 Pastor Marsha Irmer
	The one who blesses others is abundantly blessed;                                  those who help others are helped.     Proverbs 11:25
	Would you like an opportunity to help your St. John family? Caring Hearts Ministry is a way you can be a blessing to your church family, in small but meaningful ways.  Here’s a list of ways you can help. You can choose just one, or as many as you’d like.
	Provide a ride to and from church.
	Send a get well, sympathy, or congratulations card.
	Provide a ride to and from an appointment.
	Deliver a meal (homemade or purchased) to a family with a new baby
	or someone just home from the hospital.
	Deliver altar flowers to shut ins.
	If this sounds like something you’d like to be part of, please come to the Caring Hearts new member meeting after church on Sunday, May 17. If you’d like to get involved but can’t attend the meeting, please call, text, or email Laura Kachelmeyer or Barb King. Here’s our contact information.
	Laura Kachelmeyer - 716-906-7576, lkachelmeyer@verizon.net Barb King - 716-803-3389, bking71616@gmail.com
	We look forward to working together in this ministry!
	First Communion Recipients
	Charish Bulmer Sadie Graser Beatrice Lawniczak Zoe Lowe Grace Manning Jackson Manning Benjamin Ullrich
	Dear St. John,       Thank you for the lovely altar flowers you delivered to me a few weeks ago. They definitely brightened my day and our hutches for many weeks!  It was so very thoughtful of you! Thank you! Love & Hugs,  Gayle Bosch
	Dear St. John,       Our family would like to extend our profound gratitude for all of the prayers, flowers and comfort bestowed upon us following the sudden loss of our niece, Amanda Guadagno. Your kindness and the touching gestures have brought comfort to us.       Thank you so very much,       Bobbie and Rich Traina
	Thank you for the beautiful cards and letters you created for our Mission 22 Veterans. Your words meant more than you can imagine. You brought smiles, pride and even a few tears, reminding our Veterans that their service is truly appreciated. With Gratitude, Buffalo-Niagara Honor Flight

	Dear St. John,       I cannot express how grateful I am at the generous expressions of sympathy and comfort I received from the members of Caring Hearts and St. John. My heart has been touched by all the thoughtfulness, and I wish to truly thank everyone who took their time to remember me.  Thank you,  Yvette Haller
	St. John Lutheran Church,       Thank you for your gift of $500.00 on 1/5/2026 in support of our work! You have made a vital investment in our mission to provide holistic health and hope to families in Buffalo and around the world.       Because of donors like you, Jerico Road is able to transform generosity into tangible change. We are deeply grateful for your partnership.
	With sincere gratitude,       Allana Krolikowski
	Dear Rev. Hannon,       Thank you for the generous donation of $2000.00, to FeedMore WNY Foundation, from St. John Lutheran Church. During this time of increased need throughout Western New York, your congregation’s compassionate leadership will provide relief for our neighbors of all ages who face food insecurity.       The number of children, adults and seniors who received assistance through on of FeedMore WNY’s 400+ partner agencies and programs grew by 16% in 2024, to over 165,772 people. And, this year, as many government-funded programs are being reduced or potentially eliminated, the need is likelly to increase even more. Your gift will help us continue to provide support where and when it is needed most. We are deeply grateful.        The fight against hunger is a fight for better health, security, education and hope for all. Thank you for building a stronger Wester New York! Sincerely,  Cait Evans Chief Development Officer
	Dear Rev Hannon and                             Friends of St. John,       WOW! We can’t thank you and the entire congregation enough for your incredible generosity. Your Community Benevolence Fund is a powerful example of how simple, yet radical the idea of sharing can be in realizing a kinder, more connected world.       Thank you for making what we do possible and reminding us that another world is necessary and another world is possible.       Looking forward to continuing to borrow and build with y’all!      With so much gratitude,       Darren Cotton      Executive Director      The Tool Library
	Thank you to all at  St. John's for the beautiful flowers and prayers. They are truly appreciated. Sincerely, Chris Bosch
	Dear Rev. Hannon,       On behalf of Child and Family Services (C+FS), thank you for the generous gift of $1500.00 made on January 27th. Your support makes an immediate difference, allowing us to advance our mission, strengthen programs and extend our reach to more families across Western New York. Gifts like yours directly support vital services such as foster care, counseling, residential treatment for children and many programs that help people find safety, stability and confidence when they need it most.      For more than 150 years, Child and Family Services has remained committed to creating safe, supportive environments where children, adults and families can heal, grow and thrive. Founded in 1873, our longevity is not accidental: it is the result of a community of generous partners who believe in this work and invest in its future. Nearly 60% of those we serve live at or below the national poverty level, making your gift especially impactful.      Your generosity strengthens our ability to partner with the community, respond with reliability and kindness and continue to nurture a healthy and more equitable Western New York for the benefit of current and future generations. We are deeply grateful for your support.
	Sincerely,  Mary Czopp Chief Communications & Development Officer and Elizabeth McPartland, LMSW, MBA President & CEO
	To the community at  St. John Lutheran Church of Amherst,      Thank you so much for your recent donation to Child and Family Services! Your dedication to the community shines through with this gift and we could not be more grateful. Your donation supports those in our community looking for second chances. Whether its mental health support, special education, domestic violence help or finding safe homes for our foster care kiddos, you are helping fill in the gaps for us. Thank you for sharing hope and partnering with our services. If you’d ever like to hear more, I am happy to chat further.  Thanks Again,  Best,  Alicia
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